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Amendments to the Claims! 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in toe application: 
Listing of CIaitn<s: 

1 . (Currently amended) A method for promoting products with a central 
server over a computer network comprises; 

receiving a specification of a promotion for a product from a first computer, 

creating an electronic incentive in response to the specification; 

transferring the electronic incentive to an application server across the computer 
network, wherein the application server if coupled to a merchant server; 

receiving usage data of the electronic incentive from the application server, 
Mtofr the usage data is determined in response to a promotion usage condition of an instance 
ofthe electronic incentive indicated by the merc h ant application server; and 

generating a report in response to the usage data; 

wherein the instance of the electronic incentive is instantiated in response to an 
invocation of a method on a service o bject stored in the app lica tion server bv the merchant 
server; 

wherein data Qooooiatod with the instance of the electronic incentive is ir mp fomKi 
from stored ip. the application server and is queried bv [[to]] the merchant server; 

wherein the merchant server specifies rendering of the data associated with the 
electronic incentive in response t o a auerv of the instance of the electronic incentive ; and 

wherein the promotion usage condition is indicated in the m e rchant a pplication 
server when a user coupled to the merchant server thoroto fulfills requirements pre-conditions of 
the instance of the electronic incentive. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the electronic incentive 
comprises an offer selected from the group: cents off, percent discount, price point, buy X get Y 
free, solution selling, promotion content 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the electronic incentive 
comprises a delivery method selected from the group: non-targeted, targeted category, targeted 
usage, targeted brand, targeted market. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 3 wherein the electronic incentive 
comprises a tracking code. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 3 wherein the electronic incentive 
comprises calendar data selected from the group; effective data, expiration date. 
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6. (Original) The method of claim 3 wherein the electronic incentive 
comprises a network computer address. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 4 wherein the usage data from the 
application server comprises data selected from the group; demographic data of the user, a 
geographic indicator of the user, a number of products purchased by the user, currency value of 
products purchased by the user, a list of products purchased by the user, the tracking code. 

8. (Currently amended) A method for a merchant server coupled to a client 
system comprises: 

r e questing promotions from invoking an evaluation service object yy Hfrm *t\ 
application server coupled to the merchant server for promotions, where in an ttiatance nf ^ 
promotiocLobiect is created in t he application server in response thereto ; 

querying the instance of the promotion object within the application server for 
r e osiving a description of [[a]] the promotion - from th e application oorvor, wherein the 
description including includes pre-conditions and A a user benefit [[;]J_and 

det e rmining an output representation of the promotion in response to the 
d e scription of tho promotion; thereafter 

transmitting the output representation of the d e scription promotion to a client 
system for display to a user; 

receiving a selection of at least one item from the client system; 

fra a s raitting the sel e ction of the at l e ast one item to th e application server; 

inyplqjig a savings method in a service object within the applicalion,server to 
detsmwie a savinps amount wherein whaa the sayings amount comprises the user benefit when 
application ij^cr determines that the selection of die at least one item fulfills the pre-conditions 
r th e method moludos - r e ceiving an indication that the tmor is provid e d with tho user benefit from 
tho application oervor; and thereafter 

storing in a log a record that providing the user with a visual indication of is 
provided with the user benefit. 

9. (Currently amended) The method of claim 8 wherein the user benefit is 
selected from the class a group consisting of: cents off; percent discount, price point, buy X get 
Y free, solution selling, promotion content. 

10. (Currently amended) The method of claim 8 wherein receiving tho 
description of the promotion comprises rec e iving th e description wh e a the evaluation service 
object incluo>fl rfejarmm mg whether the user meets target criteria, wherein the target criteria 
.feeing is selected from th e clas s a group consisting of : targeted user, targeted user demographic, 
targeted user usage, targeted user brand, targeted user market 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The method of claim 8 wherein the pre-conditions 
are selected from the olagg _ gLCTPup consisting of : purchase of an item, purchase of a quantity of 
an item, purchase of at least two different items. 
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12. (Currently amended) The method of claim 8 wherein requesting 
promotions - from the application sorvor - Qompriscs: 

the evaluation service object includes determining a category of items for display 
for the client system;-aad 

requ e sting promotiona from the application server in respons e to tho category of 

13. (Currently amended) The method of claim 8 further comprising 
transmitting a plurality of items to the oliont gystom for display; 

whoroin rcqn e oting promotions from tho application gend e r comprifloa requesting 
promotions from th e application server in rosponao - to th e plurality of item s. 

wh&rein the evaluation service obf ect evalua tes a shopping category associated 

j&rjflLthe user . 

14. (Currently amended) The method of claim 8 further comprising receiving 
a s e l e ction of 0 trigger item from the client oyotom; and 

whoroin requ e sting promotiona from tho applioation serv e r comprises requesting 
promotions from tho application oervor in - response to tho trigg e r item. 

wherein the evaluation service object evaluate s a shopping cart associated with 

the user . 

15. ^ ^ (Original) A method for an application server comprises: 
receiving [[an]] a specifica tion of an electronic incentive from a central server, 

wherein the anecification of ifae electronic incentive includin g mgluLdea a pre-conditicm and a 
benefit; 

creating an instance o f the electronic incentive for a user in response to an 
invocation of an evaluation service abject bv a m en^nt Q^er for determinin R eWrrypfa 
incentive? for a user receiving ^request from a merchant server for eloctronio inoontivofl ; 

receiving a query for a description of the instance of the electronic incentive 
providing a d e scription of th e e l e ctronic inoentiy e-ie from the merchant server in response to tho 
request, wherein the description including a description of includes the pre-condition and the 
benefit; 

receiving an invocation of an a mount of savings method of a service object from 
the merchant server to determine a savings fcrJhe user, wherein 

receiving from thp -mo r nhrm t s e rver a sel e ction by a u s er of at l e mt one item -- 

determining whotherth o s eleotion of the one item fulfills the pre condition; 

when tho selection of tho one aq item placed in a shop pin g cart associated with 
the user inJhe merchant server fulfills the pre-condition, prnviriinc t he mcrch r uit icr vct w ith the 
amount of savings method indicates tha benefi tjtoJgie user in the merchant stayey [[;]] x and 

when tho sel e ction of the - one item f ul fills tho pre condition, recording that the 
electronic incentive has been used. 
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1 6. (Original) The method of claim 1 5 wherein the request from the 
merchant server also includes a description of a shopping category of a user, 

17. (Original) The method of claim IS wherein the request from the 
merchant server also includes an indicator of items previously selected by the user or currently 
displayed to the user. J 

18. (Currently amended) The method of claim 15 wherein the pre-condition 
comprises purchase of the [[one]] item, 

19. Canceled. 

20. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 5 fiirther comprising 
forwarding the recordin g indicating that the electronic incentive has been used to a centralized 
server. 

21 . (Original) The method of claim 1 5 wherein the application server and 
the merchant server are co-located. 
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